Entries close 12" June 2026

Create an assessment called ‘Narrative Writing
Competition 2026’ in our new Al-powered assessment
tool and upload your entries for a chance to win!

We brainstormed and planned
together, now it's time to turn
those ideas into a story.

Write a short story (50-500
words) about how your
character faced the challenge
and proved themselves
against all the odds, just like
Luna Roo.
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i Step 1: Plan for Success
Planning a Narrative — Story

Part 1: Brainstorming and Selecting an Idea

TOPIC: Overcoming a challenge

Think of a time when you had to overcome a challenge and prove yourself. Share your ideas with the class
and make a list. Aim for at least 10 ideas to get one great idea.

Examples:

Trying new food
'Aud;t'}o},;;,é' S e
Sports trials

Overcoming a fear
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Circle the best idea. Aim for an ori;cj’inal idea that's the right size (not a movie-length idea for a 500-word storys.
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Part 2: Developing and Ordering Ideas

Once you have an idea, develop it further by brainstorming the key elements of your story.
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Brainstorm 3-10 problems or events that could happen in your story.
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Brainstorm 5-10 characters who could be in your story.
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Choose your best ideas

Circle the best ideas to use in a sensational story that will engage your reader. What problems are the strongest?
How would you order them? What characters would work well? Which settings would be interesting? Discuss,
debate and refine your plot.

Plot your best ideas on the Narrative Story Graph in point form to create your plan. Remember to escalate the
problems or events to build tension (pebble, rock, boulder).

How does it start and how will it end?

Brainstorm ideas for a Sizzling Start and an Exciting Ending.
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Circle the best start and ending idea and add them to the story graph to complete your plan.

Optional — Theme

Brainstorm themes for your story. (Use a phrase or sentence to express your theme.)
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