
Step 6: Ban the Boring
Two Stars and a Wish

Two Stars 
Start by telling the writer two things they are doing right! For example, you might  
say, ‘Your beginning was snappy and really grabbed my attention’ and ‘Using a  
quotation here to convey the information was a great idea’. 

… and a Wish
Then suggest how the writer could make improvements. For example, you might say, ‘Switching these body 
paragraphs around would build tension and help set up the Ending with Impact’. 
Use Seven Steps terminology to provide feedback on two things the writer has done well and one thing  
they can improve under the relevant Steps below. You don’t have to use all of the Seven Steps – stick to  
two stars and a wish! 

Step 1: Plan for Success 

Step 2: Sizzling Starts  

Step 3: Tightening Tension   

Step 4: Dynamic Dialogue   

Step 5: Show, Don’t Tell   

Step 6: Ban the Boring   

Step 7: Endings with Impact   
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