
Step 6: Ban the Boring
Editing Wheel

The editing wheel can be used as a checklist when editing a text. It can also be used for conferencing  
with students in between drafts.

	❑
Are there any sp

ellin
g erro

rs?

	❑
Are there any g

rammatica
l erro

rs?

	❑
Are there any in

consist
encie

s?

Step 1: Plan for Success
	❑ Does the text follow  

the writing graph?
	❑ Does the text contain  

three clear body  
paragraphs?	❑ Are the body  

paragraphs  
ordered logically  

to build  
momentum?

Step 2: Sizzling Starts

	
❑

Does the introduction hook 

 the reader im
m

ediately?

	
❑

Does the introduction  

orient the reader?

	
❑

Does the introduction  

com
bine a fascinating  

fact w
ith a Sizzling  

Start technique?

Step 3: Tightening Tension

	
❑

Do the body paragraphs 

 build to a high point just 

before the ending?
	

❑
Is the final body  

paragraph the strongest  

and m
ost engaging?

	
❑

Does the final  

body paragraph  
set up the  

Ending w
ith  

Im
pact?

Step 7: Endings with Impact

	 ❑Does the ending wrap up the 

text and satisfy the reader?

	 ❑Does the writer use  

powerful devices  

for added impact?

	 ❑Does the ending 

 change the way 

 you think  

about a  

topic? 

Step 4: Dynamic D
ialogue

	 ❑Do the quotations m
ove 

 the actio
n along?

	 ❑Do the quotations co
nvey  

information?

	 ❑Do the quotations provide  

diffe
rent points o

f view?

	 ❑Do the quotations m
ake  

the text m
ore  

engaging?
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❑

D
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❑

D
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